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ALUMNI NEWS

 �I get the best of both worlds,� she says. �I still get to do 
sketch and improv for live audiences, and I also get to shoot an 
amazingly funny network TV show. This is probably better than 
what I imagined for myself when I set out to be an actress.� 
 It didn�t happen overnight. Lewis moved to Los Angeles 
in 2008, a year after earning a B.F.A. in acting from Syracuse 
University. She has worked steadily, rising through the ranks 
at The Groundlings and booking guest spots on a variety of 
television series before landing a role on the CW�s MADtv 
in 2016. That show only lasted a season but provided great 
exposure for Lewis�s comedic talent.
 �Once you land a recurring role in a series, your name comes 
up much earlier in the pilot audition process,� says Lewis, who 
was a �nalist for roles in two network series when she landed  
A.P. Bio.
 �From the beginning I felt like this was my job,� she says. 
�The pilot script was the �rst one that made me laugh out loud.�
 Lewis plays saucy history teacher Stef on the series, 
currently �lming its second season, and has been singled out for 
her performance by Entertainment Weekly magazine as its new 
�comedy crush.� 
 �It sounds so cliche, but it�s truly been a perfect experience,� 
she says. �As a cast, everyone was excited to be there from day 
one. The chemistry is great. Our writers are great. I really do feel 
like we got lucky.�
 Given that she�d been weaned on theater camp as a kid, 
there was never any question about what Lewis would study in 
college. The only question was where�Syracuse or NYU?

 That question was settled the minute she and her mom 
stepped foot on the SU campus to visit. �We both loved that it 
was a real college campus,� Lewis recalls. �I was going to study 
theater, but I was also going to have a real college experience.�
 Coming from St. Paul, Minnesota, Lewis loved Syracuse�s 
East Coast vibe. She was already used to cold weather, although 
lake effect snow was a brand new experience. �And I�m not mad 
if I never see it again,� she jokes.
 Although the focus of Syracuse�s drama program was 
classical training for the stage, Lewis found her calling in comedy. 
�We had someone come in and do �clown acting� with us for a 
week, which is a little like improv. That�s what got me excited,� 
she says. �I just wanted to be goofy all the time.�
 Outside of her program, Lewis was a member of the 
National Association of Negro Business and Professional 
Women�s Clubs Inc. (known as NANBPWC), and participated 
in The Vagina Monologues at Hendricks Chapel. �It was fun to 
do theater outside of the drama department and meet all kinds 
of women who weren�t drama majors,� she says. Lewis is also a 
member of Delta Sigma Theta.
 In April, Lewis was one of six female alumnae who 
participated in a �Women in Comedy� event sponsored by the 
SU Los Angeles Alumni Club. �We were there at different times, 
but we all got our start at SU,� she says. �It reminded me how 
small the world truly is.�
 Her message: �Even if the road looks very hard, keep on 
keeping on, because you never know what may happen.� 

Lyric Lewis �07

Comedic Talent

Lyric Lewis �07 loves to make people laugh. She�s living the dream, as both a member of the main 
company at The Groundlings, L.A.�s premier improvisation school and performance center, and 
as a regular cast member of the new NBC comedy series A.P. Bio.
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William Welburn �75, formerly the 
executive director of institutional diversity 
and inclusion, has been promoted to 
vice president for inclusive excellence at 
Marquette University. 

Shawn Outler �89 was named chief 
diversity of�cer of Macys, Inc. In this role, 
she will serve as the retail giant�s primary 
diversity and inclusion rep and co-chair the 
Diversity & Inclusion Business Council, a 
group of cross-functional leaders throughout 
the organization responsible for overseeing 
diversity and integration into the business.

Connie Morales �96 is a District 1 judge-
elect for New York Civil Court Bronx.

Derrell Smith �10, G�13 and Yari Blanco  
are engaged to be married. 

Evin Floyd Robinson �12, G�14 and Jessica Santana �11, 
G�13 were honored with the Generation Orange Award, 
presented to young alumni who have made signi�cant 
contributions to their communities and to the University.
 Robinson and Santana are the cofounders of New York 
On Tech (NYOT), a nonpro�t organization that provides 
greater access to technology and innovation to low-income 
and underrepresented students. NYOT offers immersive 
programs for high school students that include internship 
opportunities, mentoring, and after-school educational 
programming.
 Robinson received a bachelor�s degree in economics, 
and communication and rhetorical studies and a master�s 
in information management. Santana earned a bachelor�s in 
accounting and a master�s in information management and 
technology. Both were named to Forbes� �30 Under 30� list 
for education in 2017.

Dr. Sharon Brangman �77 received the George Arents Award, SU�s 
highest alumni honor. Brangman is a SUNY Distinguished Service 
Professor at Upstate Medical University, where she recently was 
honored as the inaugural chair of the Department of Geriatrics. She 
is also director of the Center of Excellence for Alzheimer�s Disease 
and the Nappi Longevity Institute.
 Brangman earned a bachelor�s degree in biology from the 
College of Arts and Sciences and a medical degree from SUNY 
Upstate Medical University. She completed internship, residency, 
and geriatric fellowship programs at Monte�ore Medical Center 
in the Bronx, New York. She is board certi�ed in internal medicine, 
geriatric medicine, and hospice and palliative medicine.
 A national leader in the �eld of geriatric medicine, Brangman 
has received many honors, including Best Doctors of Northeast 
Region, the Chancellor�s Award for Faculty Service, and Hartford 
Geriatrics Leadership Scholars Award. She was a member of the 
Board of Directors of the American Geriatrics Society for 10 years 
and completed terms as president and chair of the board. She serves 
as chair of the board of the Association of Geriatric Academic 
Program Directors, after completing a term as its president.

Alumni Honored at Orange Central
This year�s Orange Central debuted the Syracuse University Alumni Awards Celebration, rolling out the Orange carpet  
to honor some of its most talented and successful alumni with a cocktail party, awards ceremony, and after-party. 
The next morning, 133 alumni and students came out to meet and celebrate their own at the Multicultural Awardee 
Breakfast, hosted by the Of�ce of Program Development. This year�s event celebrated the following award winners: 

Alumni Milestones
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Lt. Col. William Baker G’65

Lt. Col. William Baker G�65, of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, and Oak Bluffs, 
Massachusetts, died September 24. 

Baker was born in 1931 in Amsterdam, Georgia. He graduated as valedictorian of his 
class from the college preparatory program of Attapulgus Vocational High School 
in 1949. He was a Georgia State Quiz Contest winner, earning a full scholarship 
to Howard University, where he graduated cum laude. He was the recipient of the 
Distinguished Military Graduate Award as � rst in his class in his ROTC program.

Baker received an MBA in controllership from Syracuse University, later distinguishing 
himself at the Ballistic Research Laboratories, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, 
where he published The Role of Cost Discounting in Weapons Systems Evaluations in 
1969, which the U.S. Department of Commerce sold globally for more than 40 years. 
The work is archived by the National Science Foundation. 

Baker received the Legion of Merit, two Bronze Stars, and other medals for service in Vietnam, but his life�s achievement was 
the re-investigation of the Brownsville, Texas, incident of 1906, for which he received the Pace Award from Secretary of the 
Army in 1973. 

After being charged with shooting up the city of Brownsville, every soldier assigned to the all-black unit of the 1st Battalion, 
25th Infantry was discharged without honor and barred forever from enlisting in the Army or Navy and from civilian 
employment with the government. The soldiers professed their innocence, and even their white commander said he believed 
that all the black soldiers were in their barracks at the time of the shooting and that their ri� es did not appear to have been 
� red.

Baker had heard this story from his grandfather as a child. In 1972, he was assigned to the Pentagon to work in the new Army 
Equal Opportunity Program, where he helped develop a system for black soldiers to express their concerns to the chain of 
command. When he heard the Brownsville case was to be re-opened for investigation, he asked for and received permission 
to assist. 

After extensive research, Baker prepared a case that spurred the Secretary of the Army to reverse the decision made by 
President Theodore Roosevelt and correct the injustice by changing the discharges of these soldiers to honorable; legislation 
compensating widows and survivors was signed by President Richard M. Nixon. Baker was honored at a White House 
ceremony in 1973 and given the Army�s Pace Award for meritorious service, where Secretary of the Army Robert F. Froehlke 
praised him for bringing �favorable acclaim to the Army in the � eld of civil rights.�
 
Baker went on to work as a � nancial manager for Rohm and Haas Chemical Company, Philadelphia, (now Dow Chemical) and 
retired in 1993. He was a member of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity and a charter member of the Delta Epsilon Boule, Sigma Pi 
Phi fraternity.

He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Dr. Bettye Foster Baker; two children, William Rhett Baker and Janet-Lucylle Baker, 
Esq.; three grandchildren, Julianne Frances Walker, Andrew Bryant Walker, and Wesley Baker Walker; four sisters, Catherine 
Baker Scarver, Ethel Baker, Priscilla Baker, and Dr. Helga Baskett-Tippitt; and his brother, Samuel Baker. 

IN MEMORIAM
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Michelle J. McCollin ’86

Michelle J. McCollin ’86, of New Castle, Pennsylvania, died August 12 while traveling 
in Greece while on sabbatical from her faculty position at Slippery Rock University.

Born in Port of Spain, Trinidad, McCollin moved to Brooklyn as a child and attended 
the Bronx High School of Science before earning a bachelor’s degree in African 
American studies and international relations at Syracuse University. She completed 
two master’s degrees in education before earning a doctorate from Southern 
University and A&M College.

McCollin joined Slippery Rock University in 2004 as an assistant professor of 
education and was promoted to associate professor in 2010. In 2012, she founded a 
humanitarian organization called Eyes4Africa, which provides vision resources, such as 
eyeglasses and educational supplies, to people in Africa. As of last summer, McCollin 
had made fi ve trips to Nigeria, donating more than 8,000 prescription eyeglasses with 

a goal of distributing 20,000 glasses by 2020.

“It’s about being an advocate for change in whatever environment you fi nd yourself in,” McCollin said in 2016. “Eyes4Africa 
is my advocacy in an international level for people with vision disabilities or limitations. I teach my students the importance of 
paying it forward with whatever resources we have access to. It’s a powerful lesson in humanity.”

McCollin was on sabbatical from Slippery Rock, completing a Fulbright Scholar Program at Hanoi National University in 
Hanoi, Vietnam. In one of her last public Facebook posts, she urged friends to “be well, be blessed, be courageous, be brave” 
and to “live your best life.”

Melvin L. Mason ’96

Melvin L. Mason ’96, of New Haven, Connecticut, died September 26. Mason was 
born in Brooklyn, New York, and attended Thomas Jefferson High School. He came to 
Syracuse University to study journalism, serving as a writer for The Daily Orange and 
interning at New York Newsday. 

After his graduation from Syracuse in 1996, Mason went on to work as a reporter for 
the Courier Observer in Potsdam, New York, then became a reporter for the Daily 
News Record in Harrisonburg, Virginia in 2002. In 2006, he took a job as a reporter 
for the Connecticut Post and moved to Derby, Connecticut. He joined the Hersam 
Acorn Newspapers as a reporter for The Darien Times in 2013 and became editor of 
the Stratford Star in 2015.

A lifelong sports fan, Mason spent his free time following his favorite teams—the New 
York Yankees, the New York Jets, the New York Rangers, and the Syracuse Orange.

He was devoted to his wife, Alison, and stepdaughter, Laura. He is also survived by his brother Alfonzo; sisters Marlene and 
Genevieve; and a host of cousins, nieces, nephews, friends, and colleagues.

IN MEMORIAM
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Syracuse University’s triennial Coming Back Together reunion was awarded a Circle of Excellence Award from 
the Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE) in its annual awards program, which recognizes 
excellence and best practices in college and university advancement. SU’s entry, titled “Coming Back Together at 
Syracuse University: A Unique Approach to Diverse Alumni Engagement,” won the Gold Award in the category of 
Diversity Programs.

CASE judges were impressed that the program blended two underrepresented segments of the alumni community 
together for a common experience (African American and Latino alumni), with a significant increase in participation, and with the 
increase in fundraising from $200K+ in 2014 to more than $1 million.

“We also loved how students were included in the planning and execution, how engaged the Chancellor was in the events, the use of 
notable alumni, and the different events that were added,” they wrote in their evaluation.

CBT has been hosted by the Office of Program Development since 1983. “The participation level of the refreshed reunion in 2017 
underscores the importance of targeted events that engage diverse alumni in unique and culturally relevant ways,” says Rachel Vassel 
’91, assistant vice president for program development.



Office of Program Development
Syracuse University
640 Skytop Rd., Second Floor
Syracuse NY  13244-5160

ManuscriptSyracuse

Syracuse Manuscript Readers —
Do you enjoy receiving the Syracuse Manuscript 
in your mailbox twice a year? Tell us what you 
value about Manuscript, your African American 
and Latino alumni magazine. Please send us your 
feedback at pdevelop@syr.edu

Dr. Sharon Brangman ’77 with OTHC Scholars 
at the Multicultural Awardee Breakfast during 
Orange Central Weekend.


